Vitoria                                [1813
The rival armies lay on opposite sides of the river, the
French having the city of Vitoria in their rear.-
The day of the battle, the 2ist June, broke in rain " with a
thick vapour",1 but later on thought better of it and turned
into " a heavenly morning, bright and sunny . . ." 2
At dawn Lord Wellington was in the saddle, and Schau-
mann, " drunk with sleep ", staggered to the door of his tent
and watched him as he clattered past with a large staff," whose
grave and fateful faces " broke into smiles at Schaumann's
sketchy attire; " hurry up and get mounted,'* one of them
advised him, " there will be interesting things to see today." 8
The Allied army attacked in three sections which at the
beginning of the battle were separated from each other by
rough and hilly country. The right wing was commanded by
Hill, the left by Graham, and the centre by Lord Wellington
in person.
The outcome of the battle to the mind of the British army
was a foregone conclusion, for, for the first time during the
campaign the Allies outnumbered the French, a situation that
to a British soldier admitted of but one ending.
Nevertheless the battle was by no means easily won, for
troops who had once been the finest in the world were not
going to give way without letting their adversaries feel their
teeth* It was not, therefore, until six o'clock in the evening
that the French were beaten back to their last defensible height
before Vitoria, from whence they were driven on to the city
itself, and out beyond the city limits into a mass of panic-
stricken non-combatants, who awaited the result of the battle
and Hocked the line of retreat.
A scene of indescribable confusion ensued. Carriages,
waggons, baggage and stores of all description blocked every
outlet Animals stampeded in all directions, terrified women
and children rushed helplessly hither and thither. Every-
thing was abandoned. Chests of money, jewels and clothes,
choice wineSj all the luxurious paraphernalia of King Joseph's
1 Napier, FoL V> p. izo.         2 Scfuamann, p. 335.
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